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LOYOLA LAW SCHOOL’S PROJECT FOR THE INNOCENT SECURES EXONERATION & 
RELEASE OF CLIENT WHO SERVED 20 YEARS IN JAIL ON WRONGFUL CONVICTION 

  
LOS ANGELES – Loyola Law School, Los Angeles Project for the Innocent (LPI) client 
Marco Contreras is expected to be released at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 
after serving 20 years of a life-plus-seven years sentence for a wrongful conviction of 
attempted murder and robbery.  
 
Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge William Ryan is expected to reverse the wrongful 
conviction of Contreras upon the joint petition of the LPI and the Los Angeles District 
Attorney’s Office Conviction Review Unit. The hearing will be held on the seventh floor of 
the Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center, 210 W. Temple St., Los Angeles, CA.  
 
“We are thrilled that our client has been found factually innocent and that the court is 
planning to order his immediate release,” said LPI founder Laurie Levenson, who has 
represented Contreras since 2012, along with LPI Program Director Adam Grant.   
   
Contreras’ conviction occurred after an eyewitness inaccurately identified him as the 
assailant in an alleged attempted murder and robbery. The eyewitness said she saw 
Contreras commit a shooting at a gas station in Compton in 1996, but Contreras was at 
home sleeping at the time.  
 
“Erroneous eyewitness identifications account for about 75 percent of all wrongful 
convictions in the U.S.,” said Paula Mitchell, LPI legal director.   
 
Since his arrest, Contreras has steadfastly maintained his innocence and fought to have his 
case re-investigated. Loyola’s Project for the Innocent took his case. After LPI students and 
attorneys presented the case to the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office Conviction Review 
Unit, that office agreed to supervise an independent investigation into the shooting.   
 
Working with its own team of investigators and special investigators from the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department, the District Attorney’s Office has not only been able to confirm 
that Contreras is innocent, but has arrested the parties suspected of actually committing 
the offense.   
 
Contreras has been supported in his effort to prove his innocence by his family, appellate 
counsel, an investigating detective on his case, and Ricardo Perez, Esq., a 2010 Loyola 
alumnus who helped Contreras’ family bring the case to Loyola’s Project for the Innocent.    
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Now 41 years old, Contreras is looking forward to putting his life back together. 
 
About Loyola’s Project for the Innocent 
The Project for the Innocent (LPI) pursues claims of actual innocence on behalf of those 
wrongfully convicted of crimes. Students work under the supervision of founder Laurie 
Levenson, David W. Burcham Professor of Ethical Advocacy; Legal Director Paula Mitchell; 
Program Director Adam Grant and other supervising attorneys. Since 2011, the LPI has 
secured the release of three clients who served a collective 83 years in prison for murders 
they did not commit. They include Andrew Leander Wilson (2017 release after 32 years in 
prison), Kash Delano Register (2013 release after 34 years in prison), and Obie Anthony 
(2011 release after 17 years in prison). Learn more at www.lls.edu/ProjectfortheInnocent . 
 
About Loyola Law School, Los Angeles  
Located on an award-winning Frank Gehry-designed campus in downtown Los Angeles, 
Loyola Law School is home to prominent faculty, dedicated students and innovative 
programs. The Law School strives to instill in students the knowledge they need to excel on 
their chosen paths. It dedicates itself to preparing students for the rigors of practice with an 
extensive portfolio of practical-training opportunities, a 17,000-strong alumni network and 
a focus on social justice. Learn more at www.lls.edu.  
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Journalists who wish to attend any part of the event should RSVP to:
Brian Costello 
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
Brian.Costello@lls.edu 
Tel. 213-736-1444 
 
Or 
 
Melissa Abraham 
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
Melissa.Abraham@lls.edu  
Tel. 213-736-1445 
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